U.S. House of Representatives, Bill. by unknown
Howard University
Digital Howard @ Howard University
(Documents Relating to) Slavery/Freedmen (Prior
to 1866) OG Series
May 2018
U.S. House of Representatives, Bill.
Follow this and additional works at: http://dh.howard.edu/og_slavery
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the OG Series at Digital Howard @ Howard University. It has been accepted for inclusion in
(Documents Relating to) Slavery/Freedmen (Prior to 1866) by an authorized administrator of Digital Howard @ Howard University. For more
information, please contact lopez.matthews@howard.edu.
Recommended Citation
"U.S. House of Representatives, Bill." (2018). (Documents Relating to) Slavery/Freedmen (Prior to 1866). 28.
http://dh.howard.edu/og_slavery/28
CALENDAR, NO. 174. REAL No. 30. 
THE COl\f MITTEE ON COLORED POPULATION, 
T o whom was rPferred the P re~ent m1mt of the Grand J uries of Union, R ershaw, 
C arendoo, \l\iilliamsburgh and Sumler D istricts ; also, a Bill entitled ''a 13ill to 
increase the penalties for secretly trading and trafficking with slaves ;" also, "a 
Bill to amend the law in relation to trading with slaves," beg leave to Report, 
That tlrny have given to th is subjccl, which has el icited so much complaint, all 
the attention and considera1ion which its importance demands. T hey are fully 
persuaded of the growing and increasing evil th reatening our slave l>opubtion; 
and whilst t hey would recommend such l,•gislat.ion as would seem to t iem a pre-
ventive to I he traffic complained of, are not prepared to adopt t he severe and de-
grading penalty recommended by the two Hills referred to t hem. F or the first 
offence they, therefore recommend the striking out of "all," alter the enacting 
clause of the last Bill, and the inserting of the following clauses. (Bill sqbmitt-ed.) 
R espectfu lly submitted, 
J. HARLESTON READ,Jr., Chairman of Committrc. 
IN THE HousE OF R sl'RESENTATIVl!S, Nov. 25th, 1857-Read the Bill the first time. 
A BILL 
T o increase the penalties for secretly trading and trafficking with Slaves. 
SEc, I. B e it enacted by the Senate and H ouse of R epresentatives now 
2 met and sitting ·in General A ssembly, and b!J tlie authority of tlie same, That 
3 any person who shall be convicted of buying from any slave, any corn, rice, 
4 peas, wheat, oats, rye, barley or other grain; bacon, pork, flour, tobacco, 
5 cotton, indigo or other of the staple products of this State, or of selling, giving 
6 or in any otherwise delivering, any spirituous liquors to any slave, without a 
7 wrillen permit from or under the hand of the owner, or other person having 
8 the care and management of such slave, so to sell, buy or recci,•e,. such person 
9 shall be sentenced to pay a fine of not less than one hundred, and not more 
IO than one thousand dollars ; to be imprisoned not less than one, and not more 
11 than twelve months, and to receive not less than ten and not more than thirty-
12 nine lashes. 
Sue. 2. T hat any person who shall sell, give or in any otherwise del iver any 
I 
• 
2 
2 spirituous liquors to any free person of color, without a written permit from his 
3 or her guar<lian, upon conviction therl'!of, shall be sentenced to pay a fine of 
4 not less than one hundred, and not more than one thousand dollars; to be 
5 imprisoned not loss than one month, and not more than twelve months, and to 
6 receive not less than ten, and not more than thirty-nine lashes. 
SEC. 3. T hat any free person of color, who shall sell, give or in any other-
2 wise deliver any spirituous liquors to any slave, upon conviction thereof, shall 
! 3 be sentenced to receive not less than one hun<lred lashes; anti shall be liable to 
4 be bound out to labor for a term sufficient to pay the costs of the prosecution 
5 by the Court before whicl1 the conviction is had. 
1N THE HOVSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, Novemoor 25, 185i-Read the Bill the fi rst time. 
A B ILL 
To Amend the L aw in R elation to T rading with l:ilaves. 
SEc. I. B e it enacted by tlte Senate and House of l lepresentaf:ives 1ww 
2 met and sitting in General Assembly, and by the authority of lite same, 
3 T hat if any person shall directly or indirectly purchase from any slave any 
4 I ndian corn, rice, peas, wheat, oats, rye, barley, or other grain, bacon, pork, 
5 flour, tobacco, cotton, or other of the staple products of this State, or shall 
6 otherwise deal, trade or traffic with any slave for such articles, either with 
7 or without a permit, such person shall, for every such offence, upon con-
s viction thereof, be fined in a sum not less than twenty dollars an<l not more 
9 than five hnndred dollars ; be imprisoned for a term not exceeding twelve 
10 months, nor less than one month; shall receive thirty-nine lashes, and shall be 
11 incompetent to serve as a juror or testify as a witness in any case. 
r 
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SEc. 2. That if any person shall sell, give or in any other wise deliver any 
2 spirituous liquors to any slave, such person shall, for every such offence, upon 
3 conviction thereof, be liable to the same penalties as are prescribed in the first 
4 section of this act, tor every violation of the provisions of the same. 
8Ec. 3. Upon the trial of any person indicted for a violation of any of the 
2 provision!': of this act, it shall be sufficient for the conviction of such person, to 
3 prove, upon the charge of purchasing from any slave, that such slave entered 
4 the house occupied or used by the person charged, with the article or articles 
5 charged in the indictment to have been purchased by such person, and left the 
6 said house without the same; and upon the charge for selling, giving, or in an)' 
7 otherwise delivering spirituous liquors to any slave or free person of color, it 
8 shall be sufficient evidence of such sale, to prove that said slave or free person 
9 of color entered such house without any spirituous liquors, and left the said 
-=-=..:...-:..;::;:.._.. · --10 house with spirituous liquors. 
SEt:. 4. That the third and fifth sections of an -act entitled "An Act to 
• t 
2 amend the laws in relation to slaves and free persons of color," Tatified the 
3 seventeenth day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
4 hundred and thirty-four, and so much of the first section of an act entitled 
5 "An Act to increase the penalties which are now by law inflicted on persons 
6 who deal or trade with negro slaves without a license or ticket from their master 
7 or owner, or the person having charge of them,'' ratified the eighteenth day of 
8 December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventeen, 
9 as is inconsistent with, or repugnant to, the provisions of this act be, and the 
10 same arc hereby repealed. 
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